
If the Amateur Radio Service is to maintain its status as a national
communication network of last resort, it is critical that some form of Morse
Code licensing requirement be maintained. It is far easier to construct Morse
Code equipment than, say, single sideband or digital equipment. Morse Code is
far easier to send and understand over long distances and under field conditions
than are other modes. In the final analysis this is a national security issue
and should be treated as such.


